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The use of models as a scenario tool for local planning of mitigation and adaptation to 
address environmental challenges is more often an exception than a rule. In order to assess 
future possibilities, experiences from two model-facilitated projects are discussed. The par-
ticipatory scenario modelling described in this paper, implies modelling with people, in con-
trast to agent based modelling which is based on modelling of peoples’ behaviour and its con-
sequences. In the first project, the aim was to use a participatory model-assisted process to 
formulate a locally proposed remedy plan to reduce nitrogen and phosphorus loads in local 
lakes and the coastal zone. In the second project, a model-assisted process was used to for-
mulate local adaptation strategies to climate change impacts on water allocation, farming and 
the environment. Based on the experiences of these projects; recommendations are made to 
how model-assisted participatory processes can best be organised and conducted.  


